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May 5, by Dr. J. G. Hunt. Subject — Fertilization in Some 
Plants. 

May 9, by Dr. Hunt. Subject — The Bioplasm of the Cell. 
June 2, by Dr. Geo. A. Rex. Subject — The Myxomycetes of 
Fairmount Park. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Robt. J. Hess, M.D., 
Recorder. 

REPORT OF THE CONCHOLOGICAL SECTION. 

The Recorder of the Conchological Section respectfully reports 
that during the past year, the Academy has, as heretofore, con- 
tinued to publish such papers upon the subject of the Mollusca 
as have been approved by its Publication Committee. 

One member and seven correspondents have been elected. 
We have no deaths to report ; neither has there been any change 
made in the By-Laws governing the Section. 

From the eighteenth annual report of Mr. Geo. W. Tryon, Jr., 
Conservator, we find that during the year ending December 1, 
1884, sixty donations of mollusks and shells have been received 
from thirty-one persons. The number of trays and labels thus 
added to the collection is 1126, of specimens 5224 ; larger acces- 
sions in both cases than for several previous years. The 
Conchological Museum now contains 42,448 trays and written 
tablets, with 151 ,015 specimens. 

The most important accession of the year is a remarkably fine 
suite of shells, collected last winter by Mr. Henry Hemphill, on 
the West Coast of Florida. Most of the specimens are in much 
finer condition than those previously in our Museum, from the 
same region; many of them, hitherto known as West Indian, 
are now first ascertained to inhabit our coast, and not a few are 
new species. During the last summer, at the instance of Mr 
Wm. G. Binney, Mr. Hemphill explored the mountains of North 
Carolina for Helices, collecting a numberof rare and fine specimens, 
of which, by Mr. Binney's generosity, we have obtained a share. 
This winter Mr. Hemphill is again spending on the Florida 
Coast, southward of his last year's operations, and arrangements 
have been made by which tre shall receive a series of his 
collections. 

A very complete suite of the shells of our national capital 
were presented by Mr. F. Lehnert. 
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Three donations of foreign shells are of unusual interest, 
namely : From E. Marie, a series of the shells of the island of 
Guadeloupe, W. I. ; from Andrew Garrett, eighty-four species of 
land shells of the Society Islands, including all the types figured 
in his paper on this molluscan province, recently published by 
the Academy ; from Dr. S. Archer and the Conchological Section, 
over three hundred species of marine shells, collected by Dr. 
Archer at Singapore. Another box, just received from Dr. 
Archer (contents not yet presented), will bring up our repre- 
sentation of the Singapore mollusks to upwards of five hundred 
species. 

A detailed list of the additions to the Museum accompanies 
this report (see Curator's report). 

The re-arrangement of the Conchological Museum steadily 
progresses. During the year, the Pleurotomidse, Terebrid® and 
Cancellariidse of the marine gastropods have been carefully 
studied, and, to a considerable extent, re-labeled and mounted. 
A commencement has also been made with the series of Pul- 
monata, by the re-arrangement of the Testacellidae, Oleacinidse 
and Streptaxidae. 

Our Museum cases have become so overcrowded that the dis- 
play of all the species, under glass, is no longer possible ; in 
many instances, the trays of specimens are piled up several tiers 
in height, so that the under rows cannot be seen. Unless better 
and more ample accommodation for the shell collection is soon 
provided, it may become necessary to withdraw portions of it 
from exhibition, in order to afford space for the display of the 
larger and more important specimens. 

At the annual meeting of the Section, held on the 4th inst., 
the following officers were elected : — 

Director, .... W. S. W. Ruschenberger. 
Vice-Director, . ■ . John Ford. 
Recorder, . . . . S. Raymond Roberts. 
Secretary, .... John H. Redfield. 
Treasurer, . . . ■ . Wm. L. Mactier. 
Conservator, .... George W. Tryon, Jr. 
Librarian, .... Edward J. Nolan. 
Respectfully submitted, on behalf of the Section, 

S. Raymond Roberts, 

Recorder. 



